December 8, 2014

Our Founding Fathers knew this his-
tory well, and when they put together
the Constitution of our country, in ar-
ticle II, they had that in their minds
when they gave to the President the
obligation—not the option—to faith-
fully execute the laws, all the laws of
the United States, regardless of wheth-
er the President agrees with those laws
or not.

I would say that this type of execu-
tive action is clearly not what the
Founders had in mind when they draft-
ed our Constitution. The main over-
riding goal of our forefathers was to
prevent the executive from becoming
too powerful, and they went to great
efforts to ensure a strong system of
checks and balances.

President Obama’s executive action
runs in the face of how our government
was designed to operate. Let’s also re-
member that earlier this year, Presi-
dent Obama said his policies—all of
them—would be on the ballot in the
mid-term elections. And the American
people went to the polls and soundly
rejected the President’s policies. They
made clear they were not supportive of
more unilateral executive action. They
wanted us to work together.
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As a Congress, we warned the Presi-
dent not to go forward with this execu-
tive action.

Mr. Speaker, we need a solution to
our Nation’s immigration problem, but
by using executive action, the Presi-
dent has made finding common ground
far more difficult.

Mr. Speaker, I believe this House
should rise above the actions of the
President, and early next year, we
should send the President real border
security legislation, much like the bor-
der security legislation we passed in
this House this past summer, yet the
Senate wouldn’t even take up.

This House should pass legislation to
update and fix the worker visa pro-
gram. This House should pass legisla-
tion to put in place E-Verify for all em-
ployers. This House should pass legisla-
tion to tighten internal security. Then,
and only then, when we go through all
of those pieces of legislation, should we
even begin to discuss what we are
going to do about the millions of peo-
ple who are in this country illegally.

You see, Mr. Speaker, the more the
President acts outside the bounds of
his powers, the harder it becomes to
actually achieve a solution. It leads me
to wonder: Does President Obama actu-
ally want a long-term, lasting solution
to immigration? His actions imply oth-
erwise.

Mr. Speaker, I ask the President to
rethink his approach to the immigra-
tion debate. I urge him to abandon this
ill-conceived executive action and, in-
stead, to come to the table and work
with the Republicans and Democrats in
the Congress and both Houses to find
together the commonsense solutions
that we need to find for these prob-
lems.
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We are capable of doing that. That is
how our Founders intended our govern-
ment to operate, and anything other
than that is a disservice to the Amer-
ican people.

————

COMMUNICATION FROM THE
CLERK OF THE HOUSE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Clerk of the House of
Representatives:

OFFICE OF THE CLERK,
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, DC, December 8, 2014.

Hon. JOHN A. BOEHNER,
The Speaker, U.S. Capitol,
House of Representatives, Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. SPEAKER: Pursuant to the per-
mission granted in Clause 2(h) of Rule II of
the Rules of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives, the Clerk received the following mes-
sage from the Secretary of the Senate on De-
cember 8, 2014 at 10:37 a.m.:

That the Senate passed H.R. 2366

That the Senate passed H.R. 4812

That the Senate passed H.R. 5108

That the Senate passed H.R. 5462

That the Senate passed H.R. 5739

That the Senate passed H. Con. Res. 120

That the Senate passed H.J. Res. 105

That the Senate passed S. 1447

That the Senate passed S. 1683

That the Senate agreed to S.J. Res. 45

Appointments:

Katherine Tobin of Virginia, TUnited
States-China Economic Security Review
Commission.

Tom Girardi of California, Library of Con-
gress Trust Fund Board.
With best wishes, I am
Sincerely,
KAREN L. HAAS.

———

RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until 2
p.m. today.

Accordingly (at 12 o’clock and 32
minutes p.m.), the House stood in re-
cess.

————
[ 1400

AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Mr. HOLDING) at 2 p.m.

———

PRAYER

Lieutenant Commander Robert
Burns, Chaplain, United States Navy
Headquarters, U.S. Marine Corps, Plan-
tation, Florida, offered the following
prayer:

Heavenly Father, we praise You for
You have blessed this land with a di-
verse multitude gathered from every
nation, tribe, people, and language.
You have bound us together with noble
ideals of liberty, justice, equality, and
yvet we struggle to be one people, a uni-
fied Nation.

We pray for all the Members of this
House, asking You to bless them with
wisdom and discernment to lead our
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people to reconciliation, to rebuild our
Nation’s confidence in justice, to re-
store our sense of equality. Free them
from the divisive distractions of any
lesser ideals that they may more pow-
erfully serve the people as a House in
one accord, making every effort to
keep the unity of the people through
the bond of peace.

Bless also our soldiers, sailors, air-
men, and marines deployed overseas as
they continue to bring peace to this
troubled world. We pray in Your Holy
Name.

Amen.

——————

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair has examined the Journal of the
last day’s proceedings and announces
to the House his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

————

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the
gentlewoman from California (Mrs.
NAPOLITANO) come forward and lead the
House in the Pledge of Allegiance.

Mrs. NAPOLITANO led the Pledge of
Allegiance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

———————

IMMIGRATION

(Ms. FOXX asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, on Novem-
ber 20, President Obama significantly
overstepped the bounds of his constitu-
tionally granted executive authority
when he took steps to grant amnesty
to millions of immigrants who are in
the United States illegally.

Prior to his unilateral actions, the
President himself acknowledged re-
peatedly that this is not how our de-
mocracy functions, and the way to re-
form this Nation’s broken immigration
system is legislatively. As they say in
North Carolina, the President has
“gone to meddling.” It is absolutely
critical that we go on record against
his unparalleled power grab, and Con-
gress must do everything it can to stop
his destructive actions.

As the granddaughter of Italian im-
migrants, I am thankful America has
always opened her arms to people look-
ing to build a better way for them-
selves and their families legally. How-
ever, breaking the law to enter the
United States should not be rewarded.
It is wrong to short-circuit the Amer-
ican immigration process in this man-
ner when there are so many individuals
who have waited years for the oppor-
tunity to come to this country the
right way, the legal way.
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